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hearts. Please, therefore, hasten your steps without
making noise,' said another.

Accordingly, they moved some distance in a cat-like
tread, when suddenly they felt that somebody was calling
them from behind. But, without even looking back, they
quickened their pace, fearing that some bad elements
may be following them to rob them of their valuables.

And soon, a bicycle came there and obstructed their
way and when Kuppanna Rao looked at the rider, he was
simply astounded. Yes, he was the Tahsildar of Gingee
and a friend of Kuppanna Rao.

'Even from a distance, I could make out that it was
yourself and therefore I was following you and drawing
your attention, but why did you start walking fast, without
even seeing behind?'

No one answered the question, as all of them had
thought otherwise about the voice they had heard from
behind them.

1 could not even imagine that I would see you here.
Be that so, please bring everyone with yo J.'

thereto?'

There is a function here to celebrate my daughter
being in the family way. Plantain leaves are just being laid
for serving food, please do come and partake in the
lunch.'

Is there a function in this forest?'

'Yes, behind these bushes, there is even a street.'

'Oh, street is it?'